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We Did It! 
  For the first time in our brief four-year history things 
finally went off without a hitch, relatively speaking. No 
steep learning curve, no pandemic, no category closures 
and no schedule changes. Even the weather and the fish 
cooperated. 

  Over the winter we’ll be taking stock of what worked 
and what we can improve on. Demand still exceeds sup-
ply so we’re exploring allowing more boats to enter. 
Registration fees may go up but that means bigger and 
more prize payouts. We’re also looking at ways to get 
more people involved in fishing and supporting commu-
nity, conservation and education. Meanwhile, thanks 
again to all who helped make the 2022 Casco Bay Blue-
fin Bonanza an unqualified success. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Thanks to your contributions and our efforts, 14 stu-
dents enrolled in trades programs at Maine’s 7 commu-
nity colleges who do not qualify for free tuition will re-
ceive a $1,000 scholarship. Six interns working at the 
Gulf of Maine Research Institute will receive a $1,000 
stipend. We will be able to fulfill our $50,000 endow-
ment with the Foundation for Maine’s Community Col-
leges and we will add another $40,000 to our endow-
ment at the University of Maine Foundation to support 
critical Bluefin tuna research through the Pelagic Fisher-
ies Lab at the Gulf of Maine Research Institute. 

 

SEARCHING FOR INFO? 

Be sure to visit our website at www.bluefinbonanza.org and join our Facebook and Instagram pages to stay up 

to date and informed. You can always contact us at bluefinbonanza@gmail.com with questions. 



     

    RAFFLE 
Congratulations to Al Jensen, winner of the 2022 
Ready-to-Fish Rod and Reel Raffle. Al was very ex-
cited to put his prize to work, and hopes to fish 
the 2023 Bonanza. 

Backstabber “Three-Petes” 

For the third consecutive year, Capt. Pete Speeches and the Backstabber took top hon-

ors in the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza, setting the bar early at 628 pounds and barely 

holding on for the win. Capt. Rusty Parmenter of Patricia Ann came in a close second at 

622 pounds, barely nudging out Capt. Kurt Christensen of Molly Jane at 621 pounds in 

third. Steven Morse of Reel Estate took fourth at 592 pounds followed by Scott Smith 

and Bali Hai at 576. Molly Jane also took home the prize for cumulative weight with 3 

fish totaling 1,547. Capt. Thomas Goodwin of Impulse brought in the first fish of the 

tournament - 448 pounds and Steven Sears of Reel Deal rounded out the prize winners 

with the smallest at 206 pounds. 

    BY THE NUMBERS 
How did this year stack up? Here’s a look at the num-
bers of how this year compared to past tournaments. 

Year   2019 2020 2021 2022 

Boats Registered 35 44 58 60 

Boats catching Fish 17 22 10 17 

Total Fish Caught 22 24 15 24 

Total Weight  8543 10700 8136 10237 

Average Weight 388 446 542 427 

Largest Fish  724 687 719 628 

2023 REGISTRATION 
Registration for the 2023 Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza 
opens January 1 for returning boats (from 2022). Open 
registration begins January 16. Space is limited and 
registration will not be confirmed until it is paid.  

SHARK! 

We’re still in the preliminary stages at this point but if all goes 

according to plans, we will be hosting a catch-tag-release shark 

tournament in conjunction with the Maine Department of Ma-

rine Resources and the Gulf of Maine Research Institute. The 

purpose of this event is to support the science of offshore wind 

development. Be sure to visit our website and Facebook page for 

updates as they become available. 



 
Bluefin Brew 

Batson River Brewing & Distilling teamed up with Casco Bay Blue-
fin Bonanza to create a refreshing beer that’s perfect for boat 
days, fishing in Maine and reeling in good times. This summer 
brew will be available for a limited time at all Batson River brew 
pubs in Portland, Kennebunk and Wells. A portion of the proceeds 
from every beer sold will go to support scholarships and bluefin 
research so drink up! 

 

Tournament apparel generously provided by 

Tournament Apparel 
We’ve had a ton of requests from folks who wished they’d 
gotten more official Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza apparel. Don’t 
worry, we’re already working on a new online store for next 
year’s apparel, which will be even better. Stay tuned.  

2023 Bluefin Bonanza Registration 

Registration for the 2023 Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza will likely begin before our win-
ter newsletter comes out so we wanted to alert you to mark your calendars as space 
is limited and demand still exceeds supply. Registration for returning boats (those 
who fished with us last year) begins January 1, 2023. Open registration starts two 
weeks later. Please note: your registration will not be considered complete until you 
have paid. Due to the demand, we can’t hold spots. You should receive an email re-
minder in December but there’s always a few folks who slip through the cracks so 
don’t forget. We’re all looking forward to hosting another great event next year. 

Bonanza 2022 Video 

Check out our annual video featuring highlights of 
all the tournament week events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to the Sport-Ventures YouTube channel and 
look for the Bluefin Bonanza Playlist 



Morning activities 
kicked off with Walt 
Golet’s team from 
GMRI and some 
hands-on demon-
strations on col-
lecting samples from 
sharks, tuna and 
sunfish.  

 

Under the tent, 
Nate Garrett gave 
demonstrations on 
Gyotaku fish 
printing, giving 
kids a chance to 
make their own 
fish prints. 

Down on the docks, kids 
competed in a green crab 
tournament with prizes 
for the biggest, the most 
and the most unusual 
catch.  

 

 

 

 

Kids then got a 
chance to pick their 
best crab and enter 
it into the crab der-
by. 

 

YOUTH DAY 
Our second annual youth day was a huge success 

We’ve already got more and better things planned for next year so be sure to mark your calendars 
for Saturday, July 29. All events are free and open to the public. 

Brought to you by...  

It takes a lot of work to put on our tournament but for us it’s a 
labor of love, and we’re grateful for all the support and encour-
agement we receive from our participants. 



Scholarships  

With all the news about “free” college scholarships, some of you may wonder 

why we’re still very much invested in supporting Maine’s community colleges. 

The State scholarship covers the cost of tuition for high school graduates in the 

classes of 2020 - 2023, if they register for full time status.  The scholarships do 

not cover the costs for books, tools or housing. For those students who do get 

the free college scholarship, it represents on average about 30% of their total 

cost of attendance. Most students in the system do not qualify for this pro-

gram. It does not apply to any non-traditional aged (older) students, or young 

folks who have graduated outside of those specific years. It also does not apply 

to part time students, who represent a large portion of Maine community col-

lege students. There is still a great need for scholarships to support MCCS students as they prepare for careers in 

Maine and we are committed to continuing our support. 

Internships 

Those of you who visited the scales or joined us on Youth Day got to meet 

a couple of the interns we supported this year at the Gulf of Maine Re-

search Institute. Your support helps give these students an opportunity to 

gain valuable field experience and make connections that will help them in 

their future careers in marine sciences. We plan on stepping up our contri-

bution so that even more students will get a chance to make a difference.  

 

Research 

Through our endowment with the University of Maine Foundation’s Highly Mi-

gratory Species Conservation Fund, we’re supporting critical research at the Gulf 

of Maine Research Institute. Results from studies on food habits, seasonal mi-

gration patterns and even genetic relationships are already being used to shape 

future management of Atlantic bluefin tuna.  We’re already seeing benefits with 

quota increases this year and more on the way next year. The future definitely 

looks bright for bluefin tuna and those who fish for them. Help us ensure that 

continues to be the case. 


